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has been designated by the postmaster named below to examine

you at your home with reference to your claim for pension,

The surgeon will enter the date of the examination

and sign in the spaces below.
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Medical Division
UNITED STATES

ct£.150204 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR HC
gscar B. A.Hoyt, BUREAU OF PENSIONS

Fau Galle, Vise. WASHINGTON

K 163 N.Y.Inf -August 19, 1926

Hon. James A. Frear,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C.

Iy dear Mr. Frear:

Referring to the claim above named, in the
adjudication of which you have shown interest, I am pleased
to advise you that the claimant has this day been ordered

for medical examination ¥efo¥® at his home by & member

of the board af Durand, Wisconsin.

Respectfully,
:J"_

Commissioner.



OIS,
(Jory, 1926.)

_ UNITED STATES
DEPARTWENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Pensions

Office of Washington
the Commissioner.

ACT CF JULY 3, 1926 — LETTER OF INFORMATIOW. ;

Soldiers and Murses.

The pension of one who served 90 days or more in the Army, Navy, or biarine
Cerps of the United States durine the Civil War, and who hasg been henorably dis-
charged therefrom, or whe, having so served less than 90 days, was discharged for
& disability incurred in service and in the line of duty, and who is now in re-

ceipt of a pension of lesc than $72 per month is inereased to $65 per month from
Mmzust 4, 1926, :

The pension of one who served 60 days or mere in the war with Mexico, or
on Fhe coast or frontier thereof, or en route thereto, during the war with_that
nation, and who was honorably discharged therefrom, and who is mew in receipt of

?aggnsion of less than $72 per month is increased tn $65 per month from August 4,

No application is necessary to obtain the above inerease of pensicn and first
yment at the new rate will be made by the pension check dated September 4, 1926,

A rate of $90 per month is provided for any person who served as above, Wwho
is mow, or hereafter may become, totally helpless or blind. This rate will com=
mence on fugust 4, 1928, in the ease of one shown to be totally helpless or blind
at or prior to that date. In the case of one shown to have become totally help-
less or blind after August 4, 1926, the $90 rate will commence on any subsequent
date when such a condition is shown to exist. The question of title to the 390
rate will be taken up for determination upon written request made by the pemsioner
or somweone in interest acting for him.

In the case of one not totally helpless or blind, but who is or may become
hereafter so nearly helpless or blind as to need or require the regular perscnal
aid and attendance of ancther person, the rate of $72 provided by the act of kay
1, 1920, may be granted, upon formal application therefor, under the rules of
practice heretofore prescribed for the adjudication of such claims under said act.

llo person while an inmate of the United States Soldiers' Home, or any
pational or State spoldiers! home shall be entitled to or be paid the §65 rate or
the 390 rate provided by the act of July 3, 1326.

2 The rate of pension of Civil War Army nurses now on the pension roll is in-
creased to $50 per month eymmencing-August 4, 1926, This increase will be granted
without application therefor by the pensioner.

Widows and Remarried Widows.

The act of July 3, 1926, grants a2 pension of $50 per month to any widow or
reparried widow of any person who served in the Army, Navy, or Maripne Corps of the

(over)



8121

Unitod States during the Civil War for 90 days or more and was honorably dis-
charzed from such service, or regardless of the length of service was discharged
for or died in service of a disability incurred in the service and in the line
of duty, such widow or remarried vidow having been the wife of such soldier,
 Sallor, or marine during the period of his service in said war, This rate, as to
those now on the Toll, will ccommence on Augzust 4, 1926, Title to this $50 rate,
as to those now on the pension roll, will be determined upon the receipt in the
Pension Bureau of a written statement from the widow or remarried widow that she
was the wife of the soldier, on whose service she is drawing pension, during the
Period of his service in the Civil War, As to one not now on the roll, or not
now in receipt of or entitled to pension under the provisions of law granting
pension on account of service during the Civil War of the soldier husband, the

Pensicn will commence from the date of filing a formal application therefor under
this act. ;

: The rate of ﬁBESion for widows of soldiers of the War of 1812 or the war
with Nexico is increased to $50 per month commencing August 4, 1926. This in-
crease will be granted without application therefor on the part of the pensioner.

Ko widow or remarried widow will be entitled to, or be paid the increased

rate provided by the act of July 3, 1926, if an inmate of any national or State '

Soldiers' home. A woman divorced from a soldier or sailor misband has no title
on account of his service,

sl e o ey - 'ﬁ%gﬁj&#

Comrdssipner of Pensions.
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Fau Galle,Wisconsin
July 13 1926,

My Dear Nr. Winfield Scett
Coumisioner Of Pensiens.
Washingten,D.C.

Daar Sir:
I am entitled te an encrease that passed July 3

Will yeu please send me and applicatien blank 1f I nedd ene?

If I den’t need ene will geu please inferm me the same I am en
the high rate of Pensien {72 psr menth, Fer tetally disabllity
and tetal blind ness.
fhe Nember ef my claim is 15294
Thanking yeu fer t 1s faver
Iremain as ever
Oscar B A Heyvt
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That section forty-seven hundred and forty-five, title fifty-seven of the Revised Stalules of
the Tnited States is hereby amended to read as follows:

See, jTi6.—dny pladge, mortgage, sale, assignment, ar transfer of anyg right, clein, or indersst in any penston which
has beor, or may hersafter be, granted, shall be void and of no effcet, and eny persen who shall pledge, or receive as o
pledge, mortgage, sale, casignment or transfer of any right, claim., or interest in any pension, or pension certificate, which
has beon, or may hereafter be granted or issued, or who shall hold the same o8 collateral security for any debt, or promise,
or upon any pretext of such security, or promize, shail be guilty of ¢ misdemeanor, and wpon conviction thereof shall be
fined in o sum not exceeding one hundred dollgrs and the costs of the prosecution; and any person who shall retain the
certificate of @ pensioner and refuse to surrender the some wpon the demand of the Commissioner of Pengions, or ¢ United
States pension agent, or any other porson, outhorized by the Commissioner of Pensions, or the pensioner, to receive the
aame shall bo guilty of ¢ misdomeanor, and upon conviction thersof shall bo fined in o sum not cxceoding one hundrad
dollars and ihe cosiz of the prosecution.

Approved February 25, 1885.
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JAMES A. FREAR
REFRESENTATIVE 10TH Dist. WisconsiN

CHAIRMAMN

i Congress of the Wnited States
PBouse of Repregentatibes
Wasghington, B. €. Novembver 11, 1926

Lt. Oscar B. A, Hoyt,
Eau Galle,
Wisconsin.

Dear Lt. Hoyt:

I am glad indeed to get your letter. It is one
of the pleasures that we have to be able to serve people
who are as appreciative as you have always been,

Everything is moving fine and I am back on the Y
job after a 4500 mile drive in an automobile through the (fetlere
Indian Reservations. Will appreciate when we next meet in
having a good visit.

Your letter was such a good one that I read it to

e = my father who sits in my office and he was pleased like I am

to hear from you. You are only a kid compared to my father who

is 92 years old and served 33 years in the Civil War: He was
Commander of the Department of the Grand Army of the Potomac
several years ago and is hale and hearty, although he pretends
like you that he is feeling sick once in awhile, It is a fine
thing that old soldiers may spend their declining years surrounded
by friends and family. That is one of the pleasures that you

have and one of the privileges enjoyed by my father who joins
with me in best greetings to you and yours.

Ve aincerely, 2 s S

/;z,«r‘,f Ll K i—f"’r.’-:"c- B, e






JAMES A.FREAR
REPRESENTATIVE 10TH DIST. WISCOMSIN

CHAIRMAN
WisconsIN REPUELICAN DELEGATION

Congress of the nited States
Bouse of Bepresentatibes
Wiashington, B, €. June 22, 1926

Lieutenant 0. B. A. Hoyt,
~ Bau Galle,
* Wisconsin,
My dear Iifr. Hoyt:

I am grateful indeed for your kind remembrance with
the maple sugar, l;ret I feel you ought not to have done this
because I am afraid it meant some sacrifice to you and yours

The friendship of men like yourself means more
to me than anything élse in the work we: are doing here,

Testerday Congress refused to adjourn en the 30th,
but I am in hopes of getting back to the distriet very soon
and shall then make a special effort to try and get down to
see you.

With best personal wishes and many kind remembrances,

I am

ery sincerely, ™\
Pt R




JAMES A.FREAR
RepreEsenTATIVE 10TH DisT, WiSCONSIN

CHAIRMAMN

WISCONSIN REPUBLICAN DELEGATION @ﬂ“g‘t fi 5 5 Uf tb z muitth ﬁtﬂttﬁ
Bouse of Representatibes
Washington, B. €.  yaren 10, 1927

Lieuntenant 0. B, Huyt;
Eau Galle,
Wisconain,

My dear Lt. Hovt:

Your very kind letter received and I believe the matter
referred to regarding Corporal Tanner's experience with President
Lincoln is contained in my remarks which I introduced in the
Record some time ago, They were only brief in character and
Corporal Tanner advised me he had, with my permission, ordered
many extra copies that were sent out through the country to those
who were interested in him as well as in the wonderful story of
Lincoln that never tires telling.

I had a good visit with Corporal Tanner a few days ago.
He is a very strong forceful man and knew my father well, and as
Tanner one time was National Commander of the G. A. RE. he has &
very extended acquaintance. Both legs were amputated about the
time of the first Bull Run Battle, if I remember correctly, but he
gets along fairly well and is very popular with the Grand Army
people.

Governot Van Sant of Minnesota an old Grand Army
man and Department Commander Walsh of Wisconsin, called to see me
the other day and we had a nice visit. Although my father has passed
away, &8 you say, | have the same close interest in the veterans of the
ivil War and '4f I ever get around in your neighborhood which I hope
to do again, I will certainly make it & point to come down and see you.
I remember well our little meeting when I was there and I enjoyed it as
well as some of the large political meetings which at times are held
throughout the country., Friends like yourself have much to do with such
affairs and I have expressed my grateful appreciation of your kindnesses
on many occasions,

My present plans are to go with my wife abroad the lattfer
part of this month, but I am in hopes to get back so as to visit around
the distriet during the lste summer, Illany thanks for your letter and
with personal rememberances to &ll the friends in Eau Galle, I am

ry sincerely, _;i; =
e _rf_ Al T e
/’/ . :,./_' =

o
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THE PASSING OF LINCOLN

AS PICTURED BY CORPORAL TANNER

REMARKS
e

HON. JAMES A. FREAR

OF WISCONSIN

IN THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 1926

WASHINGTON

COVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

1926
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REMARKS
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HON@: JAMES A FREAR

. Ealdarﬁaouwa my privi-
mﬂm lwg a Mﬂ&ﬁkﬂ iy terview gwi Co?pl. l;mgg
\nner
Il .

ance commander of the l;a.n Army of Republic, a

»ﬁﬂ‘l able, rugged,
heynncl the plain name of «qgjrpoﬁﬁg’fich titles nor. honors
e earned when a

zﬁg-t,% ;&, he Army, and when so frigh lly wounded in
orporal Tanner is honorably known throughout every
State of the Union he 'once lmlped to save, §6"no words ot in-
troduction are necessary. . ,

. He, was called upon by Seeremrr Btantan a.mi ﬂthera as a
qtenog;apha: to be present on that terrible might when Lincoln
was assassinated. The facts related by Corporal Tanner immes

surrounding the events of that night: are.of sueh wide-
spread. interest and supply a chapter that may not have been
preserved elsewhere, that I have asked the priwilege to place
in the REgorp his recent letter to me and his statement, of what
%ﬁmmﬂ WLth.ln hm PV knowied&a on m«mgishn of Amrnwidn

5’9

TE=

+In doing thls lget me furhhet say lt lﬁ ﬂlsceuaﬁ .the ;equaa.t oﬁrrmy
father, now liying, aged nearly. 92 years,.. former, commander
Distriet of Columbia Grand, Army of the Republic, a veteran. of
the Second Wisconsin Cavalry, who served three years and six
months , during that great war  and rwho also ;fought under
Lincoln to save the Union. On this day, following the. imp;:q:s-r
siye memorial excreises held throughout the land yesterday, I
feel the time and oil;cumstauca is, ﬂpnertune :cm tlwn imert&an
m;heRannu. b 4o iyt el Yo dhib! i Tdguornd 34
Hiovoties dalaiel Iﬂm‘m oM CORPORAL- T.qmm: ity b f- W aoon
n Hoaieis ] m:mn oF mm, wmm STarEs CovmrTHOUAB, T
L moishd fmabldet ™ Fng b wmwmu,fﬂo H@y'?m
MMQA:FNI,-’H-':-’-"'-‘ PEE -:h’ i
'Hotse of ‘Representatives, WMWID' o Ay st afty v
«M¥ Dpsr MR, FrREAR: Thanks for your vyery mmyﬂmnﬂmhr commu-
neation. - While I would not' desire to Be thought as seeking publicity
because of my ‘accidental partieipation in the supremie’ tragedy of -this
Nation and all of its history, T havé no objection to what you propose] of
placing’ that article in the Recorp of Congress, for I cn readily sed
that the matter ix of very general interést to all our millions of inhabi
tants. This, not at all because I wrote'if; but beeause of their interest
in®thé toweritig subject of 'what I! wrote. Tt 'has never been' in the
Ricoip. In one way or other, mer*mjm matter” hhs heen pﬂmu.l
Iilt neves' collectedly, to-illustiates v hilo= 1vomia o ' Yatyi8
“ A8 I told you, for 50 wears I have attended thewnnualvencnmﬁnmn
of ithe Grand Army of the Republi¢'; mever missed one since T bogaw
in 1876.© Well, it was generally knowsn thdt'I had been in that death
group ‘and: the ‘reportérs ‘'would' come 'for am''interview; dnd generally;
they would mangle what I gave themy 'plenty of minmmh,- and
100722—2718 f-Luvolg
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whatever they got they would cut it to suit thelr cloth, and the
“eloth "' was the space they could give it, and even after I wrote this
article some years ago, Irwag:'ltII epf copy or two along to the na-
tional encampment, and when tj:ey would come at me about this mat-
ter, hand them this statement, they would take if, but they would
mensure what ppp, e lEhe:r had in, thelr r and inv, mt it
and never onee t in full, nﬁd tev t&].t ::nprjl Ia
man in cold hlood (though I guess 1 was suddenly hot under the
collar) as when a sprig of a repurter tackling ‘;ne ,qqoﬂit ?ﬂ
“8o you were really at Mr. I..‘Incolnn deathbed 7" li e
there's my account of it. Don't pour ‘mare quesﬂons on me." and with
a smirk, he remarked, “Tt must have been an in !ﬁ; 191?"
I eertainly would hdve smote him if I Ead had tije phyi;ica m -
You are at perfect ilberty to d*o whh'tever ynu ‘Bee ﬂt wltli“u:.“" ek
_ Cordlaily xouts! ' e b
_ ' sl o J'nms Tmrqn.
. m r.tmum OF ABRAHAM menw 'Y a1 to aisla
Among all tbe characters who loomed large in the public mind from
1861 to 1865, one came to stand apart and alone in supremacy, finally
recognized almost unanimously the world over as without a peer. Tt
+ took: the pepspective of ‘many  years to enable us-to:get a correct view
of the greatness of his character, his transcendent intellectual mﬂg&u
ment, the utter unselfishness of lis purpose, his absolute devotion to
the interests of ‘the Nn.titm, which had called him to its lanﬁl%rﬂlp
and ‘the great agomy endured by his loving, gentle heart as- ‘be stag-
gered under his awful burden, an agony never equaled since 'the
Savior of mankind passed the night in the Garden of Gethsemane el
Our people have shown in a thousand ways, and particular!y ‘in his
recent centennial, that every atom relating to the life of Abraham
Lincoln is of intense and contimuous interest to them, and because of
this and because of the fact that T was'a spectator of the final scene
of the supreme tragedy M that time on the morning nt Apﬂl 15 1505
I pen these lines. ) gk
At'that time I was an m:ﬂom of the Ordnance Burrau of the Wit!r
Department and had some ability as a' shorthand writer.' ' The 'latter
fact brought me within touch of the events of that awful night. T'had
gone ‘with a friend ‘to'witness thesperformance that évening at Grover's
Theater, where now stands the New Natlonal.  Seon after 10 o'clock a
man rushed in from the lobby and cried out, * President Lincoln has
' been skot in Ford's Theater.” There was great confusion at once, most
of the iudience rising to their feet. Some one cried out, * It's &' ruse
of the pickpockets; look out!” = Almost everybody-resumed his seat,
but almost immediately one of the east stepped out on the stas!*.lm;ﬁ
gald, “\ The sad news is too true; the andienee will disperse:” ., 4l
My :riand and myself crossed to Willard's Hotel and there were told
that Secretary Seward had been killed. ‘Men's faces blanched as they
at once asked, * What news of Stanton? Han thel gut + him, (oo 2"
The wildest rumora soon filled the air. f ! el .
I had rooms at the time in the house’ tajoinlng the Peterson house,
{oto which the President had been carried.  Hastening down to Tenth
Street, I found an almost solid mass of humanity Diecking the street
and the crowd constantly enlarging..' A silence that.was appalling
prevailed. Interest centered om all who entered or emerged from the
Peterson house, and all of the latter were closely questioned as to 'the
stricken Pregident’s condition. 'From the Jl.nt the mm were  un-
yarying-—that there was no hope. . o [ in sZonm N el
y}0722—2716 alie -_.._,.q..n
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7+ A military ghard had been ptaced in fronmt of the “house and those
adjoining, but upon telling the commanding officer’ that T lived there I
ypassed up to my apartment, which: comprised the seécond story front of
| the house. | Thers was a balcony in:front, and I found my rooms and
the balcony thronged by ‘the other aceupants of | the house. Horror
_was in every heart.and dismay on every .countenance.’’ We had just
about @ week of tumultuous: joy over the downfall of Richmond and
the collipse of the (‘onfederacy, and now in an instant all this was
.ehangcd ‘o the deepest woe by the foul shot of the cowardly assassin.
COPORAL TANNER CALLED TO TAKE NOTES ON THE ASSASSINATION
i1 i i S T ¥ ! ! -
It was pearly midnight when Major General Augur came out on the
stoop. of - the. Peterson House and asked if there was anyone In the
_crowd who could, write shorthand. There wag no response from' the
gtreet, but ome of my friends on the balcony. told the general there
‘was @ young man inside who could serve him, whereupon the general
told him to ask me to come down as they necded me, Bo it was that
1 eame into close, touch with the scenes and events surrounding the
_ final hours of Abraham Lincoln's life. oy o)
Entering the house I accompanied General Augur down the hallway
_to the rear, parlor. As we passed the door of the front parlor, the
moans and sobs. of Mrs. Lineoln struck painfully upon our eRIs,
Entering thé rear parlor, I found Secretary, Stanton, Judge David K.
Carter, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia,
_Hon, B. A. Hill, and many others. , i
I took my seat on one side of a small library table opposite Mr. Stan-
ton, with Judge Carter at the end. Various witnesses were brought in
who had. elther been in Ford's Theater or up in the vicinity of Mr.
Seward's residence. Among them were Harry . Hawk, who had been
Asa Trenchard that night jn the play, © Our American Cousin,” Mr.
Alfred Cloughly, Col. G. V. Rutherford, and others, As I took down
the statements they made we were distracted by the distress of Mrs.
Lincoln, for though the folding doors between the two parlors were
closed, her frantic sorrow was distressingly audible to us. ed
. She was accompanied by Miss Harris, of New York, who, with her
flance, Major Rathbone, had gone to  the theater with the President
and Mrs. Lincoln. Booth, in his rush through the box after firing
the fatal shot, had lunged at Major Rathbome with his dagger and
 wounded bim in the .arm slightly.  In the naturally intense excite-
. ment . oyer the President’s condition it is probable that *Major Rath-
bone himself did not realize that he was wounded until after he had
. been in the PetersonHouse some time, when, he fainted from loss of
blood, was attended te, his wound dressed, and he taken, to his apart-
ments, He and Miss Harris subsequently married. . _ e ¥
 Through all the testimony given by these who had been in Ford's
Theater that night there was an undertone of horror which held the
witnesses back from pesitively identifying the assassin as Booth. Said
Harty Hawk, " to the hest of my belief, it was Mr. John Wilkes Booth,
. but I will not be positive,” ~and. so, it went through the testimony of
others, but the sum total left no doubt as.to the identity of the as-
« WAy vy framog  bad adi G dned i Bw e |
) || SECRETARY STANTON GAVE THE ORDERS o
" ‘Our task was intefrupted ‘Yery ‘many tifaes during the night, some-
"imdo by report or dlspaichies for Secretasy Stanton but mole often
by, him for thé purpose of issiing qf:m'i:t ulated to enmesh Booth in
Phis filght. “ Guard the Potomae from the city down,” was his repeated
direction. “ He will try to get south.” Many tchés were sent
100722—2718
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drom that table hefore morning, some to General Pix at New York,
‘others to Chicago, Philadelphia, ete. B B t il t
i Beveral times Mr, Stanton left us a few moments and passed back
ito the room in the ell at the end of the hall wheré the President
lay. The doors were open and sometimes theré would be a few seconds
of absolute silence when we could hear plainly the stertorous breathing
of the dying man. I think it was on his return from his third trip of
this kind when, as he again took his seat opposite me, [ looked earnestly
at him, desiring, yet hesitating to ask if' there was any chance of life.
He understood and I saw  choke In his throgt as he slowly forced the
answer to my unspoken gquestion—* There i8 no hope.” ITe had im-
pressed me through those awful hours as being a manu of 'steel, but I
knew then' that he was dangerously near a convulsive breakdown.
' During the might there eame in," ¥ think, about every man then of
prominence in our national life who was'in tHe Capital at the time and
‘who had heard of the tragedy. A few ‘whom 1 distinctly recall were
‘Secretaries Welles, Usher, and MecCulough, Attorney ‘General 'Speed,
ahd Postmaster General Dennison, Assistant’ Secretaries Field and Otto,
Governor Oglesby, Senators Suminer and Stéwart, and Generals Meigs
‘and Augur. T have seen many asserted pictures of the deathbed Scene
‘ahd most of them have Vice President Andréw Johnson' scated in'a
¢hair near the foot of ‘the bed 'on ‘the left side. Mr. Johnson was nbt
“in the house'at all, but in his rooms iti"thé Kirkweod House, and knew
nothing of the events of that night until he'was afouséd 1;1"1:& morning
by Senator Stewart and others and told that Tie"was Presidedt of the
"ﬂﬁfteii*'ﬁttiteu. » 5| ¥ T % 5 ¢ J, _ Tl L] .:':-1 . i .

- 'With the completion of the taking of ‘the 'tgqmﬁd:’i‘y;-l"-dt once began
to transeribe my 'shorthand notes into lénghand. Twice while' 86 en-
"iiigeﬂ- Miss ‘Harris supported Mrs. Lincoln ‘down the hallway 'to her

ushand’s bedside. The ‘door leading into the ‘hallway from the room
‘Wherein I sat'was open and’I had a plain view of ‘them a8 they slowly
‘passed.” Mrs. Lincoln 'wa# mot at ‘the’ bedside when ‘her ‘Hushapd
‘bréathied his last. “Indéed, I think it was nearly, it not quite, two Hofirs
before the end when 'ﬁz'él_"-pﬁﬂ"_hef last visft to the death' chamber, and
7Wwhén' §he pisséd Sur’ door on Her return she'criéd out, 0 my God,
: ’Ejtl?"h’ﬁg 1 giver my _'hui'i:i;}nd to 3‘dié'[ll'"' : | MERCIO PRRP RN
20138 T91 RO ERUEIET @ B 1 o G0y AR d: WM. Liflor
hig WOARSE SUREERING THAN FOUND ON BATRLE; PIELDE (5.7 4
"' T have witnessed and experienced much physical agony on battle'fléld
‘and In hospital, but of it all mothing sunk ‘decper in' my meniory than
“ihat ‘moan ‘of a breaking heart: | o1 oilloat tan L sl s e
T finished transcribing my notes at 6.45 in’the morning 'And' passed
“baek info the room where fhe President lay. Fhere-were gathered all
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of the bed and from that position had full view of Mr. Stanton across
the President’s body. At my right Robert Lincoln sobbed on the shoul-
der of Charles Sumner.

Stanton’s gaze was fixed intently on the countenance of his dying
chief. He had, as I said, been a man of steel throughout the night,
but as I looked at his face across the cormer of the bed and saw the
twitching of the muscles 1 knew that it was only by a powerful effort
that he restrained himself.

The first indication that the dreaded end had come was at 22 minutes
past 7, when the Surgeon General gently crossed the pulseless hands
of Lincoln across the motionless breast and rose to his feet.

“ HE BELONGS TO THE AGES NOW ”

Reverend Doctor Gurley stepped forward and lifting his hands began,
“ Our Father and our God "—I snatched pencil and notebook from my
pocket, but my haste defeated my purpose., My pencil point (I had
but one) eaught in my coat and broke, and the world lost the prayer—
a prayer which was only interrupted by the sobs of Stanton as he
buried his face in the bedclothes. As *“ Thy will be done, Amen,” in
subdued and tremulous tones floated through that little chamber, Mr,
Stanton raised his hand, the tears streaming down his cheeks. A more
agonized expression I never saw on a human countenance as he sobbed
out the words, “ He belongs to the ages now."”

Mr. Stanton directed Maj. Thomas M. Vincent of the staff to take
charge of the body, called a meeting of the Cabinet in the room where
we had passed most of the night, and the assemblage dispersed.

Golng to my apartment, I sat down at once to make a second long
hand copy for Mr, Stanton of the testimony I had taken, it occurring
to me that I wished to retain the one I had written out that night, I
had been thus engaged but a brief time, when hearing some commotion
on the street, I stepped to the window and saw a coffin containing the
body of the dead President being placed in a hearse, which passed up
Tenth Street to F and thus to the White House, escorted by a lieutenant
and 10 privates. As they passed with measured tread and arms
reversed, my hand involuntarily went to my head in salute as they
started on their long, long journey back to the prairies and the hearts
he knew and loved so well, the mortal remains of the greatest American
of all time, bar none.

James TANNER,

Late corporal, Company ©, Highty-seventh Regiment New York
Volunieers, Kearney’s Division, Third Corps, Army of the
Potomac,

Commander in chief, Grand Army of the Republic, 1905 and 1906,

Mr. FREAR. Mr. Speaker, I close my remarks with this
brief testimonial to Corporal Tanner and the herole men who
made lasting history for the world.

They were worthy of their great commander, Lincoln. They
fought for universal liberty and for the preservation of the
Union. They won both victories and we honor them most by
emulating their devotion to country.
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Fort Shaw, Mont., Aug. 16th, 1921

Mr. N. J. DeGraff, Amsterdam, N, Y,

Dear Sir:—I very much regret my inability to attend the re-union
of the 153rd. Ill health prevents me l}f:mg present in person, but in
spirit and good wishes for the few remaining boys, | am with you.
Please convey my regards to the boys of the 115th, and if possible, send
me the minutes of the meeting.

COMRADE LIEUT. O. B. HOYT

18 Braddock Park, Boston, Mass., Aug. 15th, 1921

Dear Comrade DeGraff, treasurer 115th Regt. N. Y. Assn.—I en-
close $1.00 for dues for 1921 and 1922. My health condition forbids my
attendance at re-union. I will, however, bear in loving remembrance
my Old Iron Hearted Comrades and shall hope they will have the usual
annual enjoyment during re-union days. | was somewhat of a “live
wire” for 35 consecutive re-unions and would rejoice to be again in at-
tendance. Please remember me to those who may be present and as-
sure them that 1 daily pray for their well bemg and comfort. I shall be
pleased to receive press notices of the re-union. Aﬂectmnately with love
to all.

Fraternally,
J. E. REID

28 Eagle St, Albany, N. Y., July 26th, 1921
Major N. J. DeGraff, Amsterdam, N. Y.

My Dear Major DeGraff:—It would give me great pleasure to ac-
cept your kind invitation for August 26th, but I am somewhat in doubt
as to my being able to do so. If it becomes possible, I will let you
know in time. Your criticism is most impressive and contains much
that is most encouraging to those who have in mind the actual expen-
ences of the Civil War. With kind regards,

Very sincerely yours,
A. VAN DERVEER

+ Villisca, Towa, Aug. 20th, 1921
Mr. Seely Conover, Amsterdam, N. Y. .

Dear Mr. Conover:—Mr, Alger requests me to send you one dollar
($1.00) in payment of his annual dues for the 115th regimental re-union.
Please hand it to the secretary, whose name we have forgotten. He is
very sorry that his failing health will not permit him to be with you.
“Going to the re-union” was one of the happy events of his life, and the
memory of those gatherings is joy to him yet, though he has not been
able to attend for six years, Last November he voted for President
Harding, which was the last time he has been beyond his front porch.

Very sincerely yours,
MRS. W. S. ALGER



FORTIETH RE-UNION
FIFTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY

115th 22 153d Regiments
N. Y. Vol. Infantry
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Forty-Second Re-Union

SIXTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY

15th and 153rd Regiments
N. Y. Vol. Infantry

i : E e

Col. Simeon Sammons

Held at Gloversville, N.X,
August 28th, 1923
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Forty-Fifth Re-Union
115th and 153rd Regiments
N. Y. Vol. Infantry

Col, Simeon Sammons

Held at Amsterdam, N. Y.
August 26, 1925
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